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their ranks by adoption, purchase, or abduction of children. The orphanage of old-fashioned India for males is a religious order, for girls it is domestic servitude. But irregular marriages are in Eajputana the commonest source of a fresh group formation.
The institution of fosterage of course flourishes among communities so distinctively of the primitive Aryan type as the Eajpiits. And though the foster-family of a Chief is never of the Eajpiit clan, but belongs almost always to some particular family of a well-known pastoral tribe, yet the foster brothers often attain much influence and position at his court, and the family has a recognised hereditary status of " kinship by the milk."
After this manner, therefore, does the cross of blood, the change of faith, or other variation from ancestral custom, continually operate to cut off the diverging family from the parent species, which is kept pure through this careful pruning away of unsound offshoots. And thus the pure Eajpiit clans are those great kindred groups which have kept immaculate the rules and conditions of exogamic connubium throughout the genealogy of their tribal tree in all its branches, every family showing its pedigree leading back to some branch; however insignificant, which springs out of the original stem and root of the tribe. This is the real aristocracy of India, with which every Hindu dynasty and family of influence or new wealth (except Brahmans) tries to find, beg, or buy a connection, from the petty non-Aryan Chief of the central Indian woodlands to the greatest Maratha ruler, the Kings of Nepal, and the half-Chinese princes on the far northeastern frontiers of India and Burma.
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